RAF Silloth

Map Ref.: 5452N 0321W

Brief History

1939. Opened as 22 Maintenance Command Station (22 MU) was originally ASU. Then transferred to 17 

          Group Coastal  Command (Plus 22 MU). Aircraft - Hudson's, Ansons, Bothas and Beuforts.
          215 Bomber Squadron based at Silloth. Aircraft - Wellingtons and Ansons.
1940. Airfield bombed by Luftwaffe, due to RAE Night experiment with flares on a Hampden.
          Now given title No1 Operational Training Unit (O.T.U) Aircraft - Lockheed Hudson and Avro Ansons
          Used for aerial location shots for film 'Yank in the RAF'
1941. Three Concrete runways and 18 'Robin' hangers built. Three Picket Hamilton 'Forts' embedded in airfield 

          For defence.  First USAF Liberators land.

1942. Silloth Trainer developed by Wing Commander Iles. (Forerunner of modern simulators)

          Six armoured 'Beverette' vehicles delivered for airfield defence.

1943. No 6 O.T.U replaces No 1 O.T.U, Aircraft - Wellingtons and Ansons. Czech Aircrew arrives for 

          Training. Anti submarine training begins. 22 MU issues new Hurricanes, for 41 Group.

1945. No 6 O.T.U departs for Kinross (NI). ATA Disbanded, No5. RAF Ferry Pool formed. 1353 TT Flight 

           Arrives, aircraft -Vengeance's and Spitfires. 22 MU dismantles surplus aircraft but stores Dakotas and 

           Yorks.

1946. 1353 TT Flight leaves.

1948. 22 MU Re-issues Dakotas and Yorks for Berlin airlift.

1949

1950. Surplus aircraft - Ansons, Oxfords, Mosquito's and Yorks, scrapped by 22 MU. Neptunes prepared for 

           Sale To foreign governments.

1955. 22 MU. Dismantles aircraft from Korean War. 

1956. Manx Airlines experiments with scheduled service Aircraft - Bristol 170s 

1960. Last aircraft  (Dakota) leaves, No 22 MU disbanded, RAF puts airfield up for sale.

1962. Airfield sold. British Steel buys some land and uses it for executive flights.

1962. Light Industry.
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